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HALLS CREEK LIQUOR INQUIRY 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin � Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.06 pm]: Yesterday, the Director of 
Liquor Licensing, Mr Barry Sargeant, announced his decision on the Halls Creek liquor inquiry. After extensive 
show cause proceedings, the director concluded � 

� on the balance of probabilities, it is in the public interest and desirable to restrict the sale of 
packaged liquor in Halls Creek to minimise the harm or ill-health due to the use of liquor, caused to 
people residing in or resorting to Halls Creek. 

Accordingly, under section 64 of the Liquor Control Act 1988, the director has imposed a prohibition on the sale 
of packaged liquor with an alcohol content greater than 2.7 per cent from licensed premises in Halls Creek�
namely, the Kimberley Hotel and the Halls Creek Liquor Store. In effect, the decision means that light beer is the 
only takeaway liquor that may be sold in Halls Creek. This is the same restriction that currently exists in Fitzroy 
Crossing. The prohibition has been imposed as a licence condition and will become effective from and including 
Monday, 18 May 2009. The director has indicated that the restriction is not time limited and will be reviewed as 
soon as is practical after 12 months. 

The licensees affected by the decision have the right of appeal, either to the Liquor Commission for a merits 
review or to the Supreme Court on a matter of law. The decision made by the director was not an easy one, and 
not everyone in Halls Creek will welcome it. However, I believe it is necessary if the people of Halls Creek, 
particularly the children, are to get a better chance at life. One of the problems is that liquor abuse, particularly in 
our remote towns and communities, has become normalised to the extent that it is sometimes accepted as part of 
everyday life. We must work hard to change this and sometimes hard decisions need to be made. 

It is acknowledged that supply restrictions alone are not the total answer, but restrictions will provide breathing 
space�a circuit breaker, as it were�for the community to start to rebuild. The director has made this decision in 
the best interests of the Halls Creek community and I support his decision. 
 


